
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1997 September 30, 1904 



It is not the opinion of those best informed here that the bill stands 
any real chance of becoming a law, at all events not at this session, 
although it is being pushed very strenuously by those interested in 
sanitary affairs. 

Sanitary service. 

Extract from message of the governor of the State of Amazonas to 
the State congress, read on the opening of congress, July 10, 1904. 

Although the plague made its appearance in the neighboring States there has 
been no sign of it here, owing to the precautionary measures adopted by the author- 
ities. 

With this end in view the requisite material for the service was. acquired, includ- 
ing an apparatus, stoves, pulverizers, autoclaves, etc. 

The dispatch boat Cidade de Manaos was stationed at Parintins with a medical 
officer aboard instructed to disinfect every vessel intending to anchor in this port. 
In the capital the requisite prophylactic measures were executed with judgment and 
dispatch. During the last months of 1903, 3,759 domiciliary visits were made, 729 
house drains were sluiced and disinfected with sulphate of copper, and lime was 
laid in the kennels. 

Later on the municipality took over and still continues the service, and all the 
public buildings and hospitals are regularly disinfected every week to the number of 
325. At the same time a good stock of serum and vaccine was obtained from Rio 
and from Paris. 

The health of the capital is now the best possible, as will be seen from the demo- 
graphic tables annexed to the report of the sanitary service, showing that the number 
of deaths during the last twelve months — 1st of January to 31st of December — were 
only 1,772, inclusive of a not small number of deaths from fever patients coming 
from upcountry. 

It is the opinion of the sanitary service, with which I concur, that the mortality 
in the capital is largely the effect of the wretched system of drainage, with regard to 
which I have been unable to do anything, owing to a preexisting contract, which 
the concessionaire will neither carry out nor abandon, having failed to raise the 
necessary capital. By decree 449 of December 30, last year, the department of 
hygiene has been divided into different sections, which are now thoroughly organ- 
ized, and, with the new and perfect appliances with which it is provided, is now 
fully equipped to successfully combat any epidemic threatening the city. 

The capital referred to is Manaos, a city with a population of about 

38,720. 

Danger of sailing vessels becoming infected in port — Plague in Bahia 
and other localities — Mortality statistics — Transandine Railway. 

August 24, 1904. 

During the week ended August 20, the following vessels left this 
port for United States ports and were inspected by me, and issued 
bills of health by this consulate: 

On the 14th instant the British steamship Tintoretto, for New York, 
with 6 cabin and 21 steerage passengers, a cargo of coffee, and no 
change in the personnel of the crew; on the 16th instant, the British 
steamship Pilar de Zarrinaga, for New York, with a cargo of coffee 
and no passengers, and no change in the personnel of the crew while 
here; on the 19th instant the Norwegian steamship Progress, for Phil- 
adelphia via Barbados, with a cargo of manganese ore, one passenger, 
first class, and 3 new members of the crew taken on at this port, all 
of whom had been on board at least 10 days before date of sailing; on 
the 20th instant the British steamship Tolosa, with a cargo of manga- 
nese ore for Baltimore, no passengers, and no change in the personnel 
of the crew while in this port. 



